                                 China and India

        India  and China were distinct in  the fact that India believed in Hinduism unlike China who believed in Buddhism although there differences they had their similarities  they both had a huge population growth that reflected both in productivity and agricultural economy, they were also both a patriarchal society. 

                 Buddhism attracted Chinese interest partly because of its high standards of morality, its intellectual sophistication and its promise of salvation. Buddhists mortality called individuals to strive for perfection by observing an ascetic ideal, and it encouraged serious Buddhists to follow a celibate, monastic lifestyle. Unlike Buddhism, Hinduism was the remarkable growth of devotional cults, particularly those dedicated   to Vishnu and Shiva, two of the most important deities in the Hindu pantheon. Although Buddhism and Hinduism were different religions they both promised salvation. Hindus hoped to achieve a mystic union with the gods that would bring grace and salvation. Just as Buddhism influenced moral thought and philosophy in other lands, devotional Hinduism guided the efforts of the most prominent philosophers in post classical India.  
                    The foundation of economic development in Tang and Song China was a surge in agricultural production. The Sui and Tang armies prepared the way for increased agricultural productively when they imposed their control over southern China  and ventured into Vietnam when China was introduced to the fertile fields of southern China, fast-ripening rice quickly resulted in an expanded supply of food. Artificial irrigation made it possible to extend cultivation to new lands, including terraced mountainsides a development that vastly expanded China’s agricultural potential. Increased food supplies encouraged the growth of cities. Rapid population growth reflected both the productivity of the agricultural economy and the well-organized distribution of food through transportation networks built during the Sui and Tang times. As invasions and conflicts disrupted northern India, Southern regions experienced rapid economic development. The Chola kingdom provided relative stability in the south, and Chola expansion in Southeast Asia opened markets for Indian merchants and producers. Public life revolved around Hindu temples that served as economic and social centers. Southern Indians used their growing wealth to build hundreds of elaborate Hindu temples, which organized agricultural activities, coordinated work on irrigation systems and maintained reserves of surplus production for use in times of need. Temples promoted the economic development of southern India by encouraging production and trade.
              China experienced a tightening of patriarchal social structures, which represented an effort to preserve family fortunes through enhanced family solidarity. Strengthened patriarchal authority explains the popularity of foot binding, which spread among privileged classes during the Song era foot binding involved the tight wrapping of young girls’ feet with strips of cloth that prevented natural growth of the bones and resulted in tiny, malformed, curved feet. It was impractical for peasants or lower-class working women in the cities but wealthy families often bound the feet of their daughters to enhance their attractiveness, display their high social standing, and gain increased control over the girls’ behavior. Foot binding placed women of privileged classes under tight supervision of their husbands or other male guardians, who then managed the women’s affairs in the interests of the larger family. In India they had the caste system as merchants and manufactures became increasingly important in the larger economy, they organized powerful guilds to represent their interests. Merchants’ guilds in particular wielded political and economic influence, since their members enjoyed access to considerable wealth and contributed in large measure to the economic health of their states. The emergence of merchant and craft guilds in southern regions strengthened the caste system, since guild members usually organized as a subcaste.            
           India and China were distinct in their religion for the fact that India believed in Hinduism unlike China who believed in Buddhism. China and India were both a patriarchal society since men mostly always dominated over women. They both had a huge population growth that reflected in their productivity and agricultural economy.  

